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Students learn
best when they
feel welcomed,

comfortable and
safe.



YEAR LEVEL MAX STUDENTS

Kindergarten 20

Pre-Primary 27

Pre-Primary / Year 1 composite 24

Year 1 - 3 (including composite classes) 24

Year 3 / 4 composite 23

Year 4 - 6 32
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RATIONALE

Outlined in this document is the process we use at Willetton Primary School to place students in classes
for the start of each school year, and new enrolments throughout the year. 

Willetton Primary School staff are committed to meeting the educational needs of all students and a
great deal of thought goes into placing each child in a learning environment that will best enable them
to be happy, productive and successful. 

COMMITTMENTS

SCHOOL COMMITTMENT
Willetton Primary School commits to supporting the Class Placement Policy by:

using informed professional judgement when deciding class placements
considering all available information to assist the process.

PARENT/CARER COMMITTMENT
Parents and carers commit to supporting the school’s Class Placement Policy by:

supporting and accepting decisions made by the school
being positive with their child about the class placement decision that has been made.

BACKGROUND

The Willetton Primary School Executive Team (Principal, Deputy Principals and MCS) establishes class
structures for the following year based upon anticipated enrolments in accordance with the school
Western Australian Education Act Employee’s General Agreement 2017. 

Class sizes in WA primary schools are set by government regulations as follows:



CONSIDERATIONS

Considerations influencing class structure are:
educational needs of the students 
projected number of students in each year level 
gender ratio
projected enrolments during the year based on past trends 
number of teachers employed at the school 
constraints of resources and facilities.

Considerations influencing student placement are: 
academic performance, social development and classroom behaviour 
friendships – classes are set to enable both the integration of new students and provide
opportunity for students to broaden their friendship group 
class placements in previous years 
school psychologist’s recommendations 
special circumstances, e.g. twins or individual family matters 
diagnosed learning difficulties or disability 
work habits e.g. ability to work independently.

PLANNING AND PREPARATION

THE PROCESS
Planning and preparation occurs during Semester 2 for the following school year. 

The Executive Team establishes class structures for the following year based upon anticipated
enrolments in accordance with the School Education Act Employee’s General Agreement 2017. 

Once class structures have been finalised, generally mid/late Term 4, teachers meet to establish
class lists. The teachers who currently teach the year level cohort, in collaboration with specialist
teachers and members of the Student Services team, will work together to determine classes for
the following year. 

Class lists are then submitted back to Executive Team for approval. 

Class lists are modified, if needed, over the summer holidays and prior to the commencement of
school in January. Modifications are sometimes necessary to allow for new enrolments or
information. 

Class lists are published on the second School Development Day in Term 1 of the following year
(the last business day before school begins). Communication about the time and location that
the lists will be published will be communicated via Compass.

Parents/carers may provide the Principal with specific information about their child’s learning
needs by emailing the Principal. Please do not email class teacher or general email address. 

Where possible, parent/carer requests will be considered, however, there is no guarantee that
they will be acted upon.
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PLANNING AND PREPARATION

New enrolments
New enrolments throughout the year will be appropriately placed where there are vacancies and
after consultation with the Executive Team.

Parent/carer requests
Parents/carers will have an opportunity to make a request, based on the educational needs of their
child. Only valid educational reasons will be taken into consideration by the school in decision
making. The school reserves the right to determine valid reasons. 

It is important for parents/carers to know that requests cannot be made for a:
specific teacher, by name or gender 
student not to be placed in a split year level class 
student to be placed in a class with only one teacher.

While some families make requests for friendship placements, these decisions can be complex. At
times we have received requests from one family to place certain children together, while another
family requests that the same children be separated. Ultimately, the final decision on placements
rests with the Principal.

When allocating children to classes, we strive to foster positive social interactions across the year
group by creating socially balanced classes and helping to prevent non-constructive relationships.

Information regarding parent/carer requests is shared on Compass in Term 4 each year, with a
closing date prior to the commencement of the class placement process. Parents/carers wishing to
provide personal or educational reasons that may influence their child’s placement for the following
year are able to do so in writing.

COMPOSITE CLASSES

It is most likely, that at some point in your child’s schooling at Willetton Primary School, they will be
placed in a ‘split class’. 

We are often asked about why and how children of different ages are grouped together.

Grouping students of various ages into classes is not new. Primary schools have traditionally used this
organisational arrangement to ensure equity in class sizes and as a strategy to support children’s
learning. 

Schools are staffed based on enrolment numbers. Split classes are a practical response to the
problem of uneven grade enrolments; for example, when there are too many students to form one
‘straight’ grade but not enough to form two.

Organising classes in split year levels assists schools by enabling:
more options for placing students and teachers
flexibility in class structures to provide for needs of individual children and identified groups
balanced class sizes and factors such as gender, ability ranges, maturity and social considerations
across classes may be considered.
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COMPOSITE CLASSES

What are the positives about composite classes?
Research, which has been predominantly conducted in primary schools, suggests there is no
discernible difference between split grade and straight grade classrooms in terms of academic
performance. 

Split classes provide opportunities for students to: 
work together and learn from each other 
develop modelling and leadership skills 
work at their own rate, experience success and acknowledge the success of others 
accept, value and care for others as individuals 
foster a sense of community as they share the responsibility of learning.

Split classes provide opportunities for students to learn from each other by:
modelling appropriate behaviour, cooperation, sharing, understanding and tolerance
sharing knowledge of classroom routines, rules and organisation 
verbalizing the learning process, sharing strategies and different ways to use equipment
sharing enthusiasm and enjoyment. 

When students work with older/younger students, understandings are clarified and developed
through sharing, explaining and exploring with others. These experiences also enable students to: 

develop skills in cooperation, communication and leadership 
build self-esteem 
accept and value differences in each other.

Split classes provide an ideal setting for the teachers and the classroom program to: 
develop independence, to work cooperatively, and to take responsibility for their learning
challenge the range of students across the levels using open ended tasks and questioning.

CLASS RESTRUCTURE

Under exceptional circumstances due to fluctuations in student enrolments, the Principal may
reorganise classes during the school year. The restructure would normally occur at the
commencement of a new term.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Why do we ask parents to leave class placement in the hands of the teaching staff?
As professional educators, we take into account all available information when determining class
placements. While parents certainly know their children best, they may not always consider all
relevant factors when requesting a specific placement. Teachers possess a holistic understanding of
all students, particularly in terms of their academic and social dynamics. This knowledge enables us
to create classes that benefit all students.

Can I request a particular teacher for my child? 
No, requests for specific teachers are not considered in our placement procedures. However, as
professional educators, our teachers take into account the individual needs of all students in their
classes.

What are examples of the reasons that I can include in my request? 
The type of reasons that would be considered are: 

special needs such as twins and siblings
family situations that the school may not be aware of
type of learning environment you child may respond better to.

How are students taught in a split class?
In any class there is a range of abilities and one of the challenges of teaching is to cater for individual
differences. Teachers in a split class ensure students learn their respective year-level curriculum by
employing a range of strategies. They map out the curriculum for both year levels, focusing on key
learning objectives. Using differentiated instruction, lessons are tailored to meet the diverse needs of
students, allowing for small group work and collaborative learning. Ongoing assessments help
teachers adjust instruction as needed, ensuring all students meet their curriculum goals. This
combination of approaches allows teachers to effectively manage multiple year levels while
providing a rich learning environment for every student.

What if my Year 6 child is in a Year 5/6 class? 
Often, we have a split Year 5/6 class. Please be assured that the Year 6 students in this class
participate in all the Year 6 activities, e.g. graduation ceremony, camp with the other Year 6 classes

When will I know my child’s placement?
Parents of children in Kindergarten are informed in Term 4 prior to the commencement of the school
year with what days their child will be attending. 

As enrolments over the holidays may require changes to our class structures or unforeseen changes
to staffing, the Pre-Primary to Year 6 class lists will not be made available until the start of the school
year.

What if my child is having difficulties in his/her class placement after school has started? 
We will do everything we can to support your child. Parents should first discuss any concerns with the
class teacher. If further assistance is needed, the teacher can request support from the Student
Services team, Deputy Principal or Principal.

What can I do to support my child? 
Remain positive. Listen to your child’s concerns and work together to problem solve strategies that
will support them. It's also important to inform the classroom teacher so we can collaborate in
supporting your child. Children are resilient and learn to adapt.
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14 Woodpecker Avenue, Willetton WA 6155     t: (08) 9376 8600      e: Willetton.PS@education.wa.edu.au

Inspiring Young Minds


