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 intellectual rigour and challenge 
 pursuit of excellence 
 development of higher order process skills 
 in-depth investigations of real problems 
 open-ended activities which encourage choice and negotiation 
 opportunities to interact with practising experts 
 students working at their own pace 
 self/peer evaluation and reflection of performance 

 

Congratulations to the following Year 5 and 6 students who have commenced the Semester 1, 2018  PEAC Program: 

Year 5      Year 6 

Kshithij Chandrashekar    Oliver Gniel 

Teerth Chauha     Vincent Ho 

Owen Cousins     Rahni Jefferyes 

Chaithanya Dasarathan    Ji Victor 

Januga Dias     Taylor Law 

Stewart Dunsire     Anika Liu 

Binthi Gunawardhana    Riley Mauro 

Airen Isty     Zak Talijancic 

Julia Mavrodoglu    William Thong 

Sebastian Pulchalski    Raahim Zaidi 

Matthew St Clair 

Sebastian T 

Bardia Yazdani 

Bosco Yu 

Jacob Yu 

Archie Purcell 
 

Students Work  

Students from Year 4 Area 11 proudly showed me this beautiful 

work this morning. Thank you to the following students (pictured) 

for their Country Comparisons. 

Raymond G, Jan Angelo S, Grace L, Meera M, Dylan G.  Well Done! 
 

 

Moments around the school 

Our Deputy Mr Jardine (fondly known as Mr J.) teaching  

our Pre-primary students a relaxing yoga session.   

Looks like a lot of fun! 
 

Best Wishes,  

Heather McNeil 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members, 
 
Welcome to the 2020 School Year 
What a fabulous start to the 2020 school year. It has been a pleasure to visit classes over 
the first few days and see how smoothly and enthusiastically the children have settled in. 
I would like to welcome all families back to Willetton Primary School for the 2020 school 
year and extend a very special welcome to all families who are joining our school 
community for the first time. 
We warmly welcome our new staff, Mrs Terri Whyte (Woodpecker-Wednesdays), Miss 
Elise Currie (Junior Health - Wednesday and Thursday), and Mr Brendan Gotti (Physical 
Education) who have joined our wonderful team.  
 
My sincere thanks go to all of our staff members who have done an outstanding job in 
being prepared for the first days of school. Their level of professionalism and commitment 
to our students is commendable and it will ensure that we are set for a brilliant 2020 school 
year. My thanks also go to our gardeners and cleaning staff who have looked after our 
school campus over the summer break. 
 
Our parents are interested and active in school life from helping in classrooms, attending 
excursions and involvement in a number of projects and committees. I look forward to a 
rewarding and productive year for students, parents and staff at Willetton Primary. 
 
It was terrific to see so many families at the barbeque breakfast last Friday, I hope to see 
more and more families at events throughout the year. 
 
Parent Information Sessions 
One of the most important things we can do for our children is to ensure that we have 
excellent communication between home and school. Throughout the next two weeks 
teachers will be having information meetings to introduce themselves to you and to 
discuss classroom policies, routines, expectations and procedures. Please see the Parent 
Information Sessions timetable in this newsletter. 
 
Early Close - Parent/Teacher Interviews 
We are continuously working to refine our community engagement processes to keep our 
whole school community well informed. We currently report student progress through the 
Semester 1 and 2 student reports, a parent information meeting with classroom teachers 
during the first couple of weeks of Term 1, and an Open Night in Term 3. 
In 2020 we will be introducing another form of communication to ensure parents are kept 
fully informed of their child’s progress. The practice of Parent/Teacher Interviews is one 
that provides the parent community with an excellent opportunity to engage with staff and 
discuss first hand their child’s progress and needs, and an opportunity to celebrate their 
successes. 
In accordance with the prescribed guidelines in the Configuration of the School Day Policy, 
arrangements to ensure the safety of students and the agreement of staff and the school 
board, parent/teacher interviews can take place during the school day. 

M essage from the Principal 
 School Times 

8.40am-2.50pm 

Important 

upcoming dates 

 
Thursday 13 February  

Parent Info Sessions 

Area 5  3.30-4.30pm 

Area 1 & Area 3 

4pm Onwards 

 

Monday 17 February 

Parent Info Sessions 

Area 2, Area 15,  

Area 16 &Area 17 

3.00-4.00pm 

P&C Meeting 7pm 

 

Tuesday 18 February 

Parent Info Sessions 

Bluejay/Ibis 3.00-

3.40pm 

 Area 10 & Yr 6 

Parent Info Sessions 

4.00-5.00pm 

 

Wednesday 19 

February  

Parent info Session 

Yr 4 

3.15-4.15pm 

 

Thursday 20 February 

Parent info Session 

Area 8 

3.15-3.45pm 

 

Friday 21 February 

Assembly A18 & A19  

Brolga Parent info 

session 11.00-11.30am 

mailto:willetton.ps@education.wa.edu.au
http://www.willettonps.wa.edu.au/


Following discussions with the executive team and teaching staff regarding the decision to apply for a half day 
closure to meet the time involved to conduct interviews, I am pleased to inform you that the Regional Education 
Director is supportive of the initiative and has approved the suspension of the school timetable on Tuesday 31 
March 2020, Week 9 Term 1, from 12pm, for the purpose of individual parent/teacher interviews.  
Interviews will be strictly 10 minutes duration, there will be an online booking system where the parents will be able 
to book specific times that have been made available by individual teachers.  Not all parent interviews will be able 
to take place on that day, so the online booking system will outline alternative days and times available for each 
particular teacher.  
The students who remain at school would be supervised by the onsite Before and After School Care facility, 
OSHClub, and members of the executive team. 
Details on the opening date of the online booking system will be provided in the next newsletter, Wednesday 26 
February.  
 

Best Wishes, 

Heather McNeil 

 

 

 

A Great Start to the Year in ECE! 

As the Deputy Principal of ECE, I would like to say that all students and parents have settled in well and we have 

enjoyed a smooth start in our K – 2 classes. It is wonderful to welcome our new Kindys and all our new parents. 

Our dedicated and hardworking K – 2 staff provide teaching and learning programmes that invite curiosity, wonder, 

imagination and most importantly a love of learning. I look forward to working with you and your child during the 

year. 

Welcome Back Breakfast Barbeque 

Thank you to all the families and friends who came to join us on Friday 7 February for a sausage in a bun. It was 

great to see so many people from our community in our school, so early in the morning.  

I would like to thank the following businesses who supported the barbeque and made it such a success with 

donations; 

 IGA Willetton for the numerous bottles of tomato sauce and onions 

 Woolworths Southlands for the hot dog buns 

 Willetton Butcher for the yummy sausages, and 

 Kerrie from Caffeine Machine 

It is wonderful to have the support from our local community and from the school community. 

Thank you and come along next year! 

Desley Spencer-James 

Deputy Principal 

 

2020 Year 6 Leaver’s Shirts: 

The delivery of the Year 6 2020 Leaver’s Shirts has unfortunately been delayed. Further information will be provided 

as soon as details are available.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message from the Deputies 

 



 
 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Welcome back to another exciting and busy year at Willetton Primary School. This year, I will be increasing my 

time in the administration to four days and teaching Year 5 with Ms Simons on Wednesday. While I am certainly 

going to miss teaching Year 5 & 6 Science, I know they are in very capable hands with Mr Wegner. 

My administration roles this year will include: the coordination of our STEAM programs; Students at Educational 

Risk (including attendance, medical and learning support) and operations (timetables, photos, swimming etc.) 

amongst other things.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to commend the staff and students across years 3-6 for the exemplary 

way they have handled swimming lessons so early in the year. The behaviour and organisation on their part has 

been exceptional. 

Kind Regards, 

Mr Jardine 

Deputy Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Duty of Care Before and After School 
 
Parents have the duty of care for students travelling to and from school. This means it is the parent’s responsibility 
to ensure their child arrives safely to and from school. Absences will be followed up by a letter if no reason is given 
for the absence. 
 
Schools are responsible for duty of care of students once in the school grounds during school operating hours. As 
teachers are preparing for the day and not available for duty supervision, at our school, children are asked to come 
to school from 8:30am when classrooms are opened by the teachers. If children come to school prior to 8:30am, 
Year 1-6 students are asked to sit on the benches in the undercover area until they are permitted to enter 
classrooms and prepare for the day at 8:30am. 
 
In Kindy and Pre-primary children are to be handed over to the care of a staff member, and not to enter the Kindy 
or Pre-primary classroom without an accompanying adult. 
 
Students participating in before school activities are asked to go straight to the teachers in charge of the activity 
and will be dismissed from there to go to classrooms at 8:30am. 
 
After school, it is expected that children make their way home straight away unless under the supervision of parents, 
for example playing in the Nature Play (Parklands), or junior primary sandpit play areas.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message continued from the Deputies 

 



 
 

Parent Information sessions 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Week Date Time 

Brolga 3 Friday 21st February 11:00 – 11:30 

Ibis 3 Tuesday 18th February 

 

3:00 – 3:40 

Bluejay 

Area 1 2 Thursday 13th February 4pm onwards 

Area 2 3 Monday 17th February 3:00 – 4:00 

Area 3 2 Thursday 13th February 4pm onwards 

Area 4 Please see teacher for handout as session has already occurred. 

Area 5 2 Thursday 13th February 3:30 – 4:30 

Area 6 Please see teacher for handout as session has already occurred. 

Area 7 Please see teacher for handout as session has already occurred. 

Area 8 3 Thursday 20th February 3:15 – 3:45 

Area 9 Individual parent meetings. 

Area 10 3 Tuesday 18th February 4:00 – 5:00 

Area 11  

3 

 

Wednesday 19th February 

 

3:15 – 4:15 Area 12 

Area 13 

Area 14 3 Tuesday 18th February 4:00 – 5:00 

Area 15  

3 

 

Monday 17th February 

 

3:00 – 4:00 Area 16 

Area 17 

Area 18 3 Tuesday 18th February 4:00 – 5:00 

Area 19 3 Tuesday 18th February 4:00 – 5:00 

Area 20 Please see teacher for handout as session has already occurred. 



2020 School Information 

Administration Staff 

Position Staff Member 

Principal Heather Mc Neil 

Deputy Principal Desley Spencer-James 

Deputy Principal Joshua Jardine 

Manager Corporate Services Karen Martin 

School Officer Carol Gannon 

School Officer Sarah Hustwick 

Teaching Staff 
 

 

Support Staff 

Position Area Staff Member 

Librarian Library Mrs Cobban 

Education Assistant Various Mrs Pinder 

Education Assistant Various Mrs Becker 

Education Assistant Various Mrs Tod 

Education Assistant Various Ms Ravlich 

Education Assistant ECE Mrs Fitt 

Education Assistant Various Mrs Wright 

Education Assistant Various Mrs Pickford 

Education Assistant Bluejay Mrs Quadros 

Education Assistant Ibis Mrs Davies 

Education Assistant Brolga Mrs Scala 

Education Assistant Kingfisher Ms Riach 

Education Assistant Woodpecker Mrs Bowling 

Gardener  Mr Sessoyeff 

Gardener  Mr Sweeney 

Head Cleaner  Mrs Basnet-Chettri 

Cleaner  Mr Lee 

Cleaner  Mr Basnet 

Chaplain  Mrs Chua 

School Psychologist  Mrs Pitcher 

Canteen Manager  Mrs Wilton 

 

Year Area Teacher 

Kindy Brolga Ms Hay-Hendry (M, W, F am) 

Kindy Bluejay Mrs Redman  (M, W, F pm) 

Kindy Ibis Mrs Schabort (T, Th, F am) 

PP Woodpecker Mrs McAleer & Mrs Whyte (W) 

PP Kingfisher Ms Valetinusson & Mrs Savage (W) 

Year 1 Area 1 Ms Patching 

Year 1 Area 2 Ms Chadwick 

Year 1 Area 3 Miss Do 

Year 2 Area 4 Mrs Gibson 

Year 2 Area 5 Mrs Haddow (M, T) & Mrs Bower (W, Th, F) 

Year 2 Area 6 Ms Yeoh 

Year 2 Area 7 Mrs Mattock (M,T,W) & Mrs Tonkin-Case (Th, F) 

Year 3 Area 8 Ms Ainsworth 

Year 3 Area 9 Mr Howard 

Year 3 Area 10 Mrs Elsbury (M, T) & Mrs Taylor (W, Th, F) 

Year 4 Area 11 Mrs Harding (Tues – Fri), Mrs Thomas (Mon) 

Year 4 Area 12 Ms Vincent (Mon – Thurs), Mrs Thomas (Fri) 

Year 4 Area 13 Mrs Walmsley 

Year 5 Area 20 Mr Stockley 

Year 5 Area 16 Mrs Jones 

Year 5 Area 17 Ms Christiner 

Year 5 Area 15 Ms Simons (M, T, Th, F). Mr Jardine (W) 

Year 6 Area 14 Mr Close 

Year 6 Area 18 Mrs Garside 

Year 6 Area 19 Mr Joseph 

Specialist Music Miss Flynn 

Specialist Science Mr Wegner 

Specialist PE Mrs Hughes 

Specialist Indo (0.4) & EAL (0.4) Mrs Long (Mon – Thurs) 

Specialist Indo (0.4) Mrs Kerr (Thurs & Fri) 

Rainbows  Mrs Tonkin-Case (W) 

ICT  Mrs Elsbury (W) 

Junior DOTT A1 - 7 Miss Currie (W, Th) 
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Year 6 

Area 19 
Mr Peter Joseph 

Year 6 
Area 18 

Mrs Lindsay Garside 
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Library 
Mrs Donna 

Cobban 

 

Year 1 
Area 2 

Ms Angela 
Chadwick 

Year 1  
Area 1 

Ms Jane Patching 
  

STEAM  
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Office & ECE 
Storeroom 

Year 5 
Area 20 

Mr Paul 
Stockley 
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To Parklands 

 

Staff Car Park 
Early Childhood Rooms 
Kindy Pre-Primary 
Bluejay  - Mrs Michelle Redman 
Brolga - Mrs Kelly Hay-Hendry 

Woodpecker – Mrs Jayne McAleer & Mrs Terri Whyte 
Kingfisher – Miss Lara Valentinusson & Mrs Cherie Savage 

Ibis – Mrs Shauna Schabort  
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TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

TERM 1 
2020 

27 Jan 
Australia Day 
Public Holiday 

28 Jan 
 

29 Jan 
School Office 

reopens 8:30am 

30 Jan 

SDD 
31 Jan 

SDD 

WEEK 

1 

3 Feb 
STUDENTS 

COMMENCE 
 

10:10 Welcome back 
to school assembly 

4 Feb 
Sri Lankan 
Independence Day 

5 Feb 
 
 
SWIMMING LESSONS 
Years 3 – 6  

 

6 Feb  
 
 
 

7 Feb 
Welcome back to 
school BBQ. 7:30 – 
8:30am  
 

WEEK 

2 

10 Feb 
 
A20 Parent info session 
3:10 – 4pm 
SWIMMING LESSONS 
Years 3 – 6  

 

11 Feb 
A4 & A6 Parent info 
session 4:00 – 5 pm 
A7 Parent info 3 – 3:30 

12 Feb 
 
Newsletter 
 
Staff Meeting  

13 Feb 
A5 Parent info session 
3:30 – 4:30pm 
A1 & A3 Parent info 
4pm onwards. 

 

14 Feb 
 
 

WEEK 

3 

17 Feb 
A2, A15, A16 & A17 
Parent info session 3:00 
– 4pm 
P & C Meeting 7pm 

18 Feb 
Bluejay / Ibis  Parent 
info session 3 – 3:40 
A10 & Yr 6 Parent info 
session 4:00 – 5:00 pm 

19 Feb 
Willetton’s Got Talent 
Yr 4 Parent info session 
3:15 – 4:15 pm 
 

20 Feb 
A8 Parent info session 
3:15 – 3:45 pm 

 
 
 

21 Feb 
 
Assembly (A18+ A19) 
Brolga Parent info 11 – 
11:30 

WEEK 

4 

24 Feb 
 

25 Feb 
 
 
BOARD MEETING  

26 Feb 
Newsletter 

 
 

27 Feb  
 

28 Feb 
 

SDD 

WEEK 

5 

2 Mar 
LABOUR DAY 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
 

3 Mar 
 
 
 

4 Mar 
Willetton’s Got Talent 
 

 

5 Mar 
 

6 Mar 
Assembly A1 & A3 

WEEK 

 6 

 

9 Mar 
 

10 Mar 
 
Staff Meeting  

11 Mar 
 
Newsletter 

 
 

12 Mar 
 
 

13 Mar 
 
Grip Leadership 
conference 

WEEK 

7 

Harmony 
Week 

16 Mar 
 
 
P & C Meeting 7pm 

17 Mar 
 

18 Mar 
Willetton’s Got Talent 
 

19 Mar 
 

20 Mar 
 
Harmony Day Assembly 
(A7 + A5) 

WEEK 

8 

 

23 Mar 
 

24 Mar 
 

BOARD MEETING 

25 Mar 
Newsletter 

Maths Olympiad 

 
 

26 Mar 
School photos 

 
Staff Meeting  

27 Mar 
School photos 

 
Summer Carnival 

WEEK  9 

 

30 Mar 
 

 

31 Mar 
School closure 
from 12pm for 
Parent / teacher 
interviews. 

1 Apr 
 
Willetton’s Got Talent 

 

2 Apr 
 

 

3 Apr 
 
ANZAC Assembly (A9 + 
A10) 

WEEK  

10 

 

6 Apr 
 

7 Apr 
 

8 Apr 
 

Newsletter 

9 Apr 
Swimming Carnival 

10 Apr 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 

 

Term 1 Planner 2020 


