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Willetton’s Got Talent
Year 5 students from Area 15 have created mesmerising art pieces called ‘Dragon Eyes’.
Students used several important elements of Art in their designs. In particular: line, shape, colour
and contrast.
I’m sure you will agree they are outstanding examples of the amazing talent of our Willetton
students.
Mrs Thomas
Area 15

Resilience ∎Respect ∎Perseverance ∎Success

Tyler Wong
Year 4
Area 12

Science Experts - Biological Science - Year 6

Our expert scientists here at Willetton Primary School were asked to write a
response to the following letter. Students used their observations and evidence from our
class investigations to support their claims as to why the “Concerned Life-styler” was
having such trouble in establishing a successful and sustainable farm.

Below are just a few of the many well thought-out responses to the “Concerned Life-styler”

Dear Concerned life-styler,
Thank you for letting us know about your problems.
I hear you say your plants are looking unhealthy, it may seem you’ve been watering your plants
incorrectly. You’ve been pouring your plants every morning, noon and night. I suggest you reduce
the amount of time you water your plants in a day, or reduce the amount of water you’re giving it. I
have been doing an investigation with other experts about this; we now know that plants that are
watered with too much water will turn yellow, droopy and dry. On the other hand if you watered it
with a small amount of water, it will, too turn dry and die eventually. Do try watering your plants
with the correct amount of water by adjusting it to your plants. Also, make sure if you are planting
in pots or containers put holes at the bottom to let the water escape.
I also want to suggest you to try checking out the water you use to water all of your plants. I am
afraid you may be using salty water, looking back at your plants’ current conditions. I too did an
investigation about salt water concentration in water along with another experts, and it seems like
the water you’re using is salty. We’ve tried out watering plants with different salt concentrations,
and according to it, some plants will not be able to survive with too much salt in the water, or
otherwise it will die quickly. A little bit of salt in the water is okay for some plants, but be mindful
that plants will die eventually even if you have only a bit of salt in the water.
For your pasture, I think you should water it with freshwater so it will be able to grow green and
fresh grass for your cows to consume it. I am afraid your cows are having stomach troubles since
you have not been able to feed them with any fresh grass. I also heard you have been
supplemented it with dry feed, and after you did so, they have been drinking lots of water.
Referring to my investigation, it’s because dry feed made their mouth dried out too, and they
wanted to consume water right after. But, because they have also been drinking salt water, they
get even thirstier, and keep drinking more and more salty water.
The chickens were unhappy weren’t they? I am concerned you have also been feeding them with
the plants you got, which you watered with salty water, and as I said earlier, salty water is not too
good for your plants. Them eating these plants might be affecting their pregnancy, meaning they
could not produce any eggs.
I suggest you check the water resources you use to water your plants and to feed your animals,
and do try to filter the water as much as you can. You said that you have a separate rainwater tank
for your personal use, right? Try doing the same thing you do for your use, and instead of using
the salty water you’ve been using, use the fresh water instead!
Hope this has helped you to have a better farm, I am happy to help you out with anything you are
struggling with, and hope your farm works out for you guys at the end!
From Chief Biology Expert Zya – Area 20

Dear Concerned Life- styler,
Thanks for your letter. Your farm sounds like an outright disaster, but there are numerous ways
that you can solve its problems and start living sustainably. I will try my absolute hardest to answer
your queries.
You said that your plants were not looking healthy at all and you thought it was the summer heat
so you just started to pour water over them morning, noon and night. If you want your crops to
survive, it is imperative that you change this habit. Based on a recent investigation we have
completed, we have found that plants that get too much water (like yours) will not be very healthy,
but plants that don’t get enough will also end up dying. Because of this, I recommend using a hose
or sprinklers and checking how much water your plants really require.
Have you tested what is in your soil and water? Some farms in your area have issues with salt
concentrations. We have found that, according to another recent investigation, plants that get too
much salt will turn droop and decay. If a plant gets only a bit of salt, it will survive for a while, but

will be extremely unhappy and will eventually turn yellow and droop. Freshwater is best for your
crops, so try rainwater.
Now to your poor cows. The reason parts of your pasture aren’t growing much grass could be soil
infertility, which could be cause by salt. As previously stated, you must check what is in your soil
and water. Thanks to this terrible problem, you have decided to use quality dry feed to supplement
the cows’ diet. Have you realised that the feed you are using is dry? This dry feed is making the
cows thirsty, which is why you are needing to fill their drinking dam as much as you water the
plants (not that you should water them so much). Unfortunately, because this water is
groundwater, it’s possible that you could be tapping into the salty water table, which is rising due
to less deep-rooted plants to soak it up, bringing saltwater close to the surface! Salt water can
have many negative effects on animals, like excessive thirst, loss of appetite, stomach pain,
diarrhoea and increased urination. Try filtering the water or installing more rainwater harvesting
systems.
The reason your chickens are extremely unhappy despite all your vegetable scraps and chicken
feed is probably also because of salt water. Humans and poultry are sensitive to salt and should
not drink water with high salt concentrations. Due to this compromised health, there are no eggs
being laid.
Overall, it’s immensely vital that you test your soil and water as well as not overwatering plants.
You also must stop giving your cows that dry feed and try vegetable scraps instead, and also, you
need to try to grow more grass. I hope this letter has helped you get a better understanding of
what you need to do and will set you on the pathway to success. Thanks for your letter, and good
luck to you.
From Expert Scientist Amrut – Area 17
There are too many fabulous responses to publish. A special mention to the following students for
their outstanding responses.
Area 17 – AnnRose, Leah, Daniel, Rayen, Aarin, Tahlia, Jasmine, Shreeya, Eshal and Praneel
Area 18 – Amritta, Cruz, Freya, Hardy, Jessica, Pranjal and Reagan.
Area 19 – Devya, Trinity, Jy, Isla, Ethan, Thomas, Levi, Cheniru and Tanya
Area 20 – Tannisha, Nathan, Jocelyn, Kishaany, Emily and Gayatri.
Jules Uhlmann – Science Teacher

